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2012 EVENTS:


September 8, 2012—G-181
ICS/EOC Interface—08001700— Lunch on your own—
Lancaster County Public
Safety Training Center



September 29, 2012—Duties
and Responsibilities/Work
Environment of the EMC/
Initial Damage Reporting
Course—0900 - 1500, Lunch is
provided. - Lancaster County
Public Safety Training Center



October 10, 2012 (Quarterly
Training Session) - 18002000—Meal provided—
Compleat Restorations (See
page 6 for details)



October 13—14, 2012 (2-days)
G-235—Emergency Planning—
0800-1700 each day—Lunch
on your own—Lancaster
County Public Safety Training
Center



November 3, 2012—MGT
383—Emergency Operations
Plans for Rural Jurisdictions—
0800-1700—Lunch on your
own—Lancaster County Public Safety Training Center
(See Page 4 for details)



BACK TO
SCHOOL

Pre-registration is required for
all programs listed above.
Contact Dave Boucher at
dboucher@lancema.us or at
717-664-1205 to register.

QUARTERLY
TRAINING
November 15, 2012—REPLACED

The October 10, 2012 program at Compleat Restorations will replace the November 15 Quarterly training date.

It is that time of year where
kids are readjusting their schedules
and focusing on a new school year.
When the school bell rings it signifies a new grade that will present
challenges and opportunities to
expand upon previously learned
competencies and skills for new
curriculums.
When skills are not practiced
over a period of time, like over
the summer break, a students proficiency can be lost. This can result
in the need to re-learn or refresh
those skills. Most teachers recognize this fact of life and adjust their
lesson plans and class time to bring
everyone up to speed.
Emergency support and response personnel too, can lose
certain skills and competencies
when not practiced or frequently
encountered. In the emergency
response community, however,
when the bell rings (or the pager
activates), there is no time to relearn or refresh during the response. That is why it is essential
that emergency service organiza-

tion leaders and individual responders, seek and participate
pre-incident, in skill and competency refresher programs
regardless if they are boilerplate templates or in-house
training sessions.

tification. For others, such as incident command training, refresher
programs are not required, but
nonetheless are as important to
maintain proficiency.

Maintaining proficiency in the
basics will foster advanced learnIn school, not attaining mini- ing of ascending levels of training.
mum competency can result in Repetition is key for maintaining
a failing grade; the need to recognitive and psychomotor skills.
peat; or attend extra sessions;
While many responders may
i.e. summer school. In the
cringe when they are requested
emergency services, not mainto participate in an annual retaining competencies can be life fresher program, such as haz mat
-threatening to both a victim
operations, it is for their betterand the responder.
ment as a professional responder
as well as for the enhanced safety
As the kids we protect
of the visitors, citizens and ‘coengage in a new learning exworkers’ they protect.
perience, emergency support
response personnel should
You’re never too old to learn
follow suit by refreshing and
new things; and you’re never to
enhancing their skills and learn- young to forget;…...I think!
ing new skills.
For some response elements annual refresher training
is prescribed legislatively; such
as hazardous materials. In others continuing education (ConEd) is required to maintain cer-

PAGE

2

ERG 2012 Distribution
On July 17, 2012, the Emergency Management
Office received a limited supply of 2012 Emergency
Response Guidebooks. Starting on July 23, the first
of 11 in-the-field distribution sessions was held . By
Friday August 10, 132 public safety agencies (law
enforcement, fire department and emergency medical service organizations) were issued their allotment.

The Emergency Response Guidebook is
republished every four
years.

This approach promoted rapid distribution and
was the quickest that all agencies received their
books. During the last distribution cycle in 2008,
agencies were asked to send a representative to
the Emergency Management Office to sign for their
books. This took several months.
Previous years ERG editions typically had subtle
changes. An example is that in the 2004 edition, the
Toxic Inhalation (TIH) products were highlighted in
in yellow in the Yellow section and blue in the Blue
section. This was to signify the need to reference
the green isolation and protective action distance
Green section. In 2008, this was modified to green

highlights in both the Yellow and Blue pages.
The 2012 edition has subtle changes such as
the new Limited Quantities placard. Also, the pipeline section was expanded to differentiate between
petroleum and natural gas pipelines and incidents.
The 2012 edition includes significant changes
too. And it you do not ’refresh’ (See page 1) you
may be ineffective in efficiently using the book.
Some information was relocated to other portions
of the book. Others are more significant such as
the new Table 3 in the green pages which applies
only to six commodities.
A second major addition was including safety
precautions for BLEVE’s. And a third addition was
a Safe Stand Off Distance chart for incident involving Improvised Explosive Devices (IED’s).
When haz mat refresher programs are offered,
take advantage and review the basics and become
aware of the new elements. You life may depend
on it.

Chemical Report Changes
Some of the changes are
noted below;
1— Indicate whether the facility is manned or unmanned.
2— Provide an estimate of
the maximum number or occupants present at any one
time.
3— Include the name, title,
phone number, 24-hour
These reports are an
phone number and email adannual requirement for
facilities that use, store or dress of the facility emermanufacturing hazardous gency coordinator.
4— Include the name, title,
chemicals. Tier II reports
phone number, 24-hour
provide the name, quantity, and storage conditions phone number and email adof reportable substances. dress of the person to contact
regarding information conThese reports must be
filed annually (by March 1) tained in the Tier II.
with the state, county and 5— Include the name, title,
phone number and email adlocal fire department.
dress of a local contact for
referral if emergency reThe changes provide
sponders need assistance in
additional information for
responding to an incident at
planning consideration
the facility.
among local emergency
planners and responders.
On July 13, 2012 a new
ruling was published in the
Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR Part 370)
pertaiing to additional data
to be included on annual
Tier II chemical Inventory
reports.

Tier II reports can be
difficult to interpret.
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6—The inventory range chart
was adjusted to better define
on-site quantities.
7— Instead of a number code,
provide the type of storage
and specific storage conditions.
The rules become effective
on January 1, 2014, so it may
be a year or so until you see
changes to previous Tier II
report formats. LEMA will be
revising the First Due Chemical Intelligence (FDCI) training
program to reflect these
changes as well as include
other enhancements. The
FDCI program is a free, customized 2-3 hour training program on local chemical reporting, Tier II report interpretation
and off-site plan review. For
questions or more information
on the FDCI program or facility reporting requirements,
email Eric Bachman at ebachman@lancema.us .
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NEW STATION IDENTIFIERS
On August 1, 2012, the new fire
station numbering system went into
effect. Fire departments that had
three-digit identifiers were assigned
two-digit identifiers. Other organizations, such as the Lancaster County
Emergency Management Agency,
too were assigned a number.
The number system was initiated
by the Lancaster County-Wide
Communications (LCWC) center
and affected all fire departments in
the county. Renumbering of emergency medical services will be done
at a later date.
For many fire departments that
change is basically removing the
dash in what use to separate the
zone and station identifier. Additionally instead of annunciating the
numbers individually, they now are
announced as they are. For example prior to August 1, Station 1-1
Adamstown, was station one—one.
Now they are station eleven.
Other changes including redesignating chief officers over the
airwaves. The chief of Gap Fire
Company is Chief forty-two; the
Deputy is deputy forty-two and the
Assistant chief is Assistant fortytwo. For more than one assistant
chief officer, another number is assigned after the station number. If
Gap has two assistant chiefs, the
first assistant is Assistant forty-two ;
one. The second is Assistant fortytwo;two.
Unit designations did not change
significantly except for Squads. Regardless if a station has one squad,
it is suffixed by a –1. So for Gap,
previously their squad was squad
four-two. Since August 1, it is now
squad forty-two;one. Some stations
underwent drastic changes. To help
you recognize the new station identifiers, the following list is provided;

Station/Name
1
Air One
2
Haz Mat 2
3
Martindale Fire Co.
5
Strasburg Fire Co.
7
Mountville Fire Co.
10 Marietta Fire Co.
11 Adamstown Fire Co.
12 Akron Fire Co.
13 Denver Fire Co.
14 Durlach & Mount Airy Fire Co
15 Ephrata Pioneer Fire Co.
16 Lincoln Fire Co.
17 East Cocalico Twp. Fire
17-1
Reamstown Fire Co
17-2
Smokestown Fire Co.
17-3
Stevens Fire Co.
18 Reinholds Fire Co.
19 Schoeneck Fire Co.
20 Manheim Twp. Fire / Rescue
201—S. Manheim Twp.
204—Eden Fire Co.
207—Neffsville Fire Co
21 Brickerville Fire Co.
22 Brunnerville Fire Co.
23 East Petersburg Fire Co.
24 Rothsville Fire Co.
25 Lititz Fire Co.
26 Manheim Fire Co.
27 Mastersonville Fire Co.
28 Penryn Fire Co.
29 West Earl Fire Co.
30 Goodville / Terre Hill
301—Terre Hill Fire Co.
303—Goodville Fire Co.
31 Bareville Fire Co.
32 Fivepointville Fire Co.
33 Bowmansville Fire Co.
34 Caernarvon Twp. Fire Co.
35 Farmersville Fire Co.
39 Garden Spot FD (1-1-13)
Liberty/New Holland Fire Co
Blue Ball Fire Co.
41 Bird In Hand Fire Co.
42 Gap Fire Co.
43 Gordonville Fire Co.
44 Intercourse Fire Co.
45 Kinzer Fire Co.
47 Paradise Fire Co.
48 Ronks Fire Co.
49 White Horse Fire Co.
50 Willow Street Fire Co.
51 Bart Twp. Fire Co.
52 Christiana Fire Co.

Station /Name
53 Conestoga Fire Co.
54 Lampeter Fire Co.
55 New Danville Fire Co.
56 Pequea Fire Co.
57 Quarryville Fire Co.
58 Rawlinsville Fire Co.
59 Refton Fire Co.
60 West Willow Fire Co.
61 Upper Leacock Fire Co.
62 Witmer Fire Protective Assn
63 Lafayette Fire Co.
64 Lancaster Bureau of Fire
66 Lancaster Twp. Fire Dept.
67 Rohrerstown Fire Co.
69 Hempfield Fire Dept.
70 Rheems Fire Co.
71 Bainbridge Fire Co.
74 Elizabethtown Fire Co.
75 Fire Department Mount Joy
76 West Hempfield Fire Co.
79 Maytown Fire Co.
80 Columbia Borough Fire Dept
801—Columbia No. 1
804—Susquehanna
807—Columbia Consolidated
89 Robert Fulton Fire Co.
90 Blue Rock Fire Rescue
901—West Lancaster Station
903—Highville Station
905—Millersville Station
907—Washington Boro Sta.
91 Lancaster County-Wide
Communications (LCWC)
92 Lancaster County Emergency
Management
93 Mount Joy Township
Forest Fire Crew
94 Middlecreek
Search & Rescue
95 Keystone Wildfire Crew
96 Lancaster County
Search & Rescue
97 Lancaster Airport Authority
98 Alcoa Fire Brigade
99 Lancaster County Public
Safety Training Center
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Columbia No. 1 Fire Co ‘s new ladder
truck. Truck 801— a 2012 Ferrara 77’
Ladder.

Hydraulic tool compartment of
Lampeter Fire Co. Engine 54-1—
Now multi-tasked as an EngineRescue.

FIRE
The Lancaster County
Fire Chiefs Association
(LCFCA) recently upgraded
their website to include a
New Apparatus link. This
section features fire apparatus in the county that have
been recently inspected
under the LCFCA Apparatus Inspection program.
This program provides
minimum criteria for fire
apparatus to attain specific
resource typing designations. The new section pro-

WIRE

vides general unit specifications as well as other notable
equipment.

with the Emergency Management
Office to develop a more specific
resource typing listing .

A purpose was to share
this information among fire
service colleagues in the
county to assist with box
alarm development, preincident coordination and
training.

The link does not include just
brand new apparatus, but units
that are being re-designated or
multi-tasked. A goal of the
LCFCA is to provide an on-line
resource for emergency planners
to develop more effective and
comprehensive resource lists.

In line with the future
goals of the National Incident
Management System, the
LCFCA will work closely

The LCFCA website is at
http://www.lancofirechiefs.org/ .
To view the new units, click the
New Apparatus link on the left.

PLANNING TRAINING COURSE
MGT-383 Emergency
Operations Plans for Rural
Jurisdictions will be offered
at the Lancaster County
Public Safety Training Center on November 3rd,
2012, from 8:00am to
5:00pm.
This course is an eighthour, management and
planning level, instructorled course designed to
provide emergency managers and rural first responders with the knowledge
and skills to develop an
emergency operations plan
(EOP) for their respective
jurisdictions. Lancaster
County Emergency Management Agency is sponsoring this course, and Ru-
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ral Domestic Preparedness
Consortium (RDPC) will
be providing the materials
and instructors.
The course provides
practical knowledge about
the planning process, different types of EOP formats, and the components
of each. Participants engage
in scenarios designed to
reinforce lessons learned,
enable them to determine
the best format for their
particular jurisdictions, and
to organize the various
planning components into
an EOP. The student will
be able to determine the
ESFs that would be referenced to resolve an incident covering a wide area;

describe the three types of
annexes used in the ESF format; and explain the types and
purposes of various procedural documents
Prerequisites include:
-

U.S. citizenship

-

IS 100b Introduction to Incident
Command System

-

IS 200 ICS for Single Resources
& Initial Action Incidents

-

IS 700 National Incident Manage
ment System (NIMS), An
Introduction

-

IS 701 NIMS Multiagency
Coordination System
(MACS) Course

-

IS 800 National Response Frame
work, An Introduction

-

IS 235 Emergency Planning

To register, please contact Dave
Boucher at dboucher@lancema.us or
717-664-1205.
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITY
Foam / Ethanol Up Date - Tech. Level I
A six-hour presentation developed for: officers, haz-mat technicians and driver operators.

Saturday or Sunday, October 6 or 7, 2012 - 9:00 am to 3:30 pm
Lancaster County PSTC -101 Camp Blvd., Manheim, PA

The Speaker:

Program Focus
What fire protection industry experts
know about ethanol gasoline blends:
E-10, E-15, E-85 and E-95.
Managing ethanol, gasoline and biodiesel
spills at crash scenes.
What’s the perfect foam?
* Class A, B & D “super” agents
* Crash truck, mil. spec. AFFF
* Alcohol resistant, AR-AFFFs
Wet Demonstrations:
Demystifying foam eductors and related
appliances. Jim will share a
guaranteed “KIS” approach to making
A & B foam systems work every
time; he will demonstrate appliances
flowing from 12 to 1000 gpm.
Preregister contact:
Dave Gribble 717-537-4194
dgribble@co.lancaster.pa.us

Jim Cottrell, of Cottrell
Associates, Inc. / Combat Support Products.Com is National
Foam and TFT’s
eastern U.S. factory
agent and product development consultant.
Jim is Chairman of the
IFSTA Foam Training
Committee and a member of the Underwriters Laboratories, Foam Standards
Technical Panel. He has written extensively on the subject of firefighting foam
chemicals, large caliber fire stream management and foam application for municipal, marine and industrial firefighting.
Jim is an accomplished
speaker and a nationally recognized
instructor, He brings with him thirty years
of industry experience.

PAGE

6

DISASTER RECOVERY TRAINING
Compleat Restorations
will be hosting a Disaster
Recovery Training session on Wednesday, October 10th, 2012 from
6:00pm to 8:00pm

ery operations by a local,
private industry clean-up
firm. More information
about the company can be
found at

This free training includes a meal, disaster
recovery training session,
and facility tour of their
operations. This is a
unique opportunity to
check out disaster recov-

The training will be held
at their office at:

www.compleatrestorations.com

Pre-registration is required by emailing , or
calling Dave Boucher at
dboucher@lancema.us or
717-664-1205.

Compleat Restorations
Ephrata Facility,
702 Pointview Avenue,
Ephrata, PA 17522

BEWARE OF SILO GAS
Article exerpts reprinted from http://live.psu.edu/story/60456

Drought-stressed corn, especially
on manured fields could create
higher-than-average nitrates to
build up in the corn plants just
prior to harvest. This condition can
lead to high gas levels in silos. The
phenomenon is facilitated by the
summer heat waves. "If this crop
receives sufficient rainfall later in
the season, there will be a potential
for higher-than-average nitrates to
build up in the corn plants just
prior to harvest. This condition can
lead to high gas levels in silos" according to Davis Hill, senior extension associate in agricultural and
biological engineering.
During the fermentation process of
silage, a number of gases are given
off. Of particular concern is a family of gases called oxides of nitrogen -- often referred to as "silo
gas."
"The formation of these gases
peaks in one to two days after
filling and can last for 10 days to
two weeks after the fresh, green
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forage is chopped and blown into
the silo," Hill said. "This is a naturally occurring process and is
necessary to ferment the forage
so it is usable feed for livestock
and for long-term storage."
Hill said that sometimes gas production is so great that it is mistaken for a silo fire.
"Farmers and passersby may witness 'smoke' coming from the silo
chute and believe the silo is on
fire," he said. "There has been at
least one instance where a fire
company was called to a farm for
a 'silo fire' just two days after the
farmer finished filling the silo.
Farmers and fire personnel
need to realize that it would be
nearly impossible for a silo fire to
start so soon after filling, Hill
noted. "This is why we always talk
of attempting to locate the actual
fire location within the silo before
any attempts of extinguishment
proceed," he said.

Silo gas sometimes has a
bleach-like odor and under certain conditions can be visible as a
fog from a distance (thus the
mistake for smoke). If the gas is
high enough in concentration,
this fog will appear to be yellow
to reddish brown in color, and
the silage surface, silo wall, base
of the chute and other structures of the silo may be stained
(yellow, orange, reddish) from
the gas.
This gas is heavier than air,
which means it will settle at the
surface of the silage instead of
rising to the top of the silo, exiting through the fill door. This is
an important factor. "If there is
little ventilation in the barn, a
dangerous buildup of silo gas can
occur, which can affect livestock
or people who enter the area, “
Hill pointed out. For more information or to read the entire PSU
article, visit http://live.psu.edu/
story/60456
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A New “EXIT” Strategy
In the January 2011 issue of the LEMA Ledger an article
highlighted the emerging trend of chemical suicides (aka:
Detergent Suicides) using household agents. A by-product
of this practice often is the release of Hydrogen Sulfide
which is commonly associated with a rotten egg smell. The
January 2011 article offered a list of clues and operations
considerations when potentially involved in such a response.
Recently the Fire Department New York (FDNY) distributed a safety alert regarding a new and less detectable suicide strategy called “Exit Bags.” This practice is becoming
popular as it reportedly yields a quick, peaceful and less
discernible death to those wanting to commit suicide.
The process is simple, inexpensive and can be assembled with readily available materials. Essentially the device
consists of a drawstring plastic bag, such as an oven bag,
with a small hose attached to an inert gas container. The
bag is tightened around the neck and gas is introduced into
the bag, displacing oxygen. When inhaled, the inert gas
(typically helium or nitrogen) offset the body’s natural reaction to oxygen deprivation. This practice does not trigger the panic, struggle or sense of suffocation that carbon
dioxide does.

A characteristic of helium and nitrogen is they are
Simple Asphyxiants or (SA on a NFPA 704 marking).
They displace oxygen creating an oxygen deficient atmosphere. “Safe” or normal breathing concentrations
are between 19.5% and 23.5”. Oxygen concentrations
below 16% will impair breathing and judgment . Below
14% the onset of rapid fatigue is experienced. When
exposed to concentrations in the single digits, one can
be overcome in only a couple breaths with death following in minutes. Therefore when involved at a suspected
“Exit Bag” incident, it is necessary to monitor the air for
atmospheric conditions.
Supporting gas containers can take many shapes and
be associated with other products. Helium can be found
in pre-packaged disposable cylinders (Photo 1) as well as
obtained from novelty stores (balloon filling—Photo 2).
Other more commonly found containers, such as a propane gas cylinder (Photo 3) can be emptied and refilled
with compressed nitrogen.
Photo 1

Photo 2

http://t0.gstatic.com/images?
q=tbn:ANd9GcSDyI1wVEuEfyWA6p9fVZSiyx

Photo 3

http://www.balloons-china.com/wp-content/uploads/
Helium_Cylinder_30Lbs1

Always perform a thorough
size-up at every incident and
look for the obvious and subtle
clues. If your gut felling is telling
you something is wrong; then it
probably is. Respond safely.

http://www.asia.ru/images/target/photo/51614635/

Graphic source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Suicide-bag.png

Thank you to the FDNY Center for Terrorism and Disaster
Preparedness for sharing this
information.

Lancaster County Emergency Management Agency
P O Box 219 * Manheim PA 17545-0219
Business Phone: 800-808-5236 or 717-664-1200 * Fax 717-664-1235
Emergency Management Staff
Randall S. Gockley, Coordinator
rgockley@lancema.us—717-664-1200
Philip A Colvin, Deputy Director

The Lancaster County Emergency Management
Agency maintains emergency plans for facilities that
use or produce hazardous materials, dam failures, nuclear facilities, and for other types of disasters both
man-made or natural.

pcolvin@lancema.us—717-664-1203
Cheryl Black, Administrative Assistant
cblack@lancema.us—717-664-1207
Brenda B. Pittman, EMS / CISM Coordinator
bpittman@lancema.us—717-664-1209
Eric G. Bachman, Hazardous Materials Administrator
LEMA Ledger Editor
ebachman@lancema.us—717-664-1204
David Boucher, Operations and Training Coordinator
dboucher@lancema.us—717-664-1205

The office also coordinates and directs actions that
take place during large scale emergency situations. This
coordination is performed at the Emergency Operations
Center located within our facility. These activities are
done in close cooperation with the County Commissioners, County Administrator, local Emergency Management Agencies (municipalities within the county), and
emergency service organizations throughout the
county.

Lancaster County Board of Commissioners
Scott Martin, Chairman
Dennis P. Stuckey, Vice-Chairman
Craig Lehman

NEVER FORGET
September 11, 2001
To the Victims: We Remember
To the Responders: We Thank
To the Survivors: Our Continued
Support
On September 11, 2012, a Memorial Service will be held
at the Lancaster County Public Safety Training Center at 0900.
All are welcome.

